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Who is River House?
Our Mission:

The mission of River House, Inc. is to provide safety and services to survivors of domestic and
sexual abuse while promoting empowerment through education and advocacy. River House,
Inc. has been serving local communities since 1986, by providing crisis counseling, emergency
shelter, group counseling and support, as well as legal advocacy and community education.

Our Current Outreach Programs:
Monday

1:00-2:30

CHOICES @ Prudenville, MIWorks

1:00-2:30

Healthy Relationships @ West Branch, MIWorks

4:30-6:00

CHOICES @ River House, Grayling

1:30-3:00

Purple Purse—Overcoming Economic Abuse @ River
House, Grayling

4:00-5:30

G.L.U.E.D @ River House, Grayling

11:00-12:30

Healthy Relationships @ Mio Library

2:00-3:30

Healthy Relationships @ Prudenville MiWorks

Thursday

4:00-5:30

Healthy Relationships and Empowerment @ River House,
Grayling

Friday

10:30-Noon

Healing Hearts @ River House, Grayling

5:00-6:30

Coming Soon! Parent/Child Group @ River House,
Grayling

Tuesday

Wednesday
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Desk of the Director

You may have heard people proclaiming the words “Me too” or read the hashtag #metoo. But what
does all of this mean? The idea behind this movement was to let other victims know that they are not
alone and to give them courage. It also puts a face to this “silent” abuse. It personalizes the statistic
that 1 in 5 women and 1 in 7 men have been raped.* It seems like there is another public figure
accused of sexual assault each day. I have heard disbelieving comments that the Me Too movement
must be a cry for attention or a ploy used by disgruntled women to discredit men. Even after 20 years
in this line of work, I admit that it is difficult to hear about sexual abuse, and I know it is even more
difficult to talk about. Try to imagine how difficult it is to write the words “Me Too” on paper and the
courage it takes to publically announce it.
Many times, when we read those articles about accused public figures, our first reaction is to think “no way”. When I read
about the accusations against one of my favorite actors, my initial thought was “oh no-not him”. It’s a human reaction - one
that we all share. We don’t want to think that someone who has entertained us or someone that we voted into public office,
trusted in our community, or welcomed into our homes is capable of sexually traumatizing another person. But unfortunately,
it does exist. If the Me Too movement does nothing else, at least I hope it gets us all talking. We need to have conversations
about sexual abuse to understand what it is, how to stop it from occurring and how to react when it happens to someone we
know. The best approach is to just believe. Suspend your judgement, and support the survivor. It will be the most
empowering thing you can do to help the survivor start the healing process.
In this newsletter, you will read articles about our services and firsthand stories of survival. You will learn how a mother
struggles with the sexual abuse of her daughters and how her belief in them served as the first step in helping them heal. You
will also read a testimonial from a survivor of human trafficking. Additionally, you will read about our advocates and programs
to help victims. Use these stories to create conversations with people in your life and let them know that their stories are being
heard and supported by true believers.
*(National Sexual Violence Resource Center, https://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/2015-01/
publications_nsvrc_factsheet_media-packet_statistics-about-sexual-violence_0.pdf).
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Facts From Finance

Fiscal Year 2016-2017
Income

Individual/Corporate Donations

49,798

Foundation Grants

51,400

Government Grants

334,636

Total Income

435,834

Expenses
Salaries and related expenses

322,876

Employee Benefits

85,209

Professional fees

11,322

Occupancy Expenses

20,246

Travel

10,175

Insurance

9,492

Other

14,500

Total Expenses

486,097
- 50,263

Residential Clients Served
Fiscal Year 2016-2017

Women

Children

Total

Fiscal Year 2016-2017

88

50

138

Adult Non-Residential Clients

82

2,420

1,363

3,783

Youth Non-Residential Clients

39

Total Non-Residential Clients Served

121

Safe House # Clients
Safe House # of Bednights

Non-Residential Clients Served
Total Clients Served

Residential and Non-Residential Clients by County
Services Provided to all Clients

County

Residential

Non-Residential

Total

Crawford

23

46

69

Emergency Services

583

Ogemaw

11

9

20

Support Group Sessions

110

Oscoda

11

10

21

Children’s Support Group Sessions

51

Roscommon

21

37

58

Individual Advocacy & Supportive Services

3,754

Other

72

19

91

Assistance with Personal Protection Orders

108

Total Clients

138

121

259

Shelter Denials Due to Being at Capacity

19
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How You Can Help!
Help us earn $1,000 through the Direct Your Dollars program!
We’re collecting receipts from any SpartanNash stores in your
area. For every $150,000 worth of eligible receipts we turn in will
get us $1,000 cash.
You can drop your receipts off at our location in Grayling or call
us see if we'll be in your area where we could meet up with you.

For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the
Customer’s selected charitable organization.

Volunteers are an integral part of River House, Inc.
Volunteers help by transporting clients, answering phones,
providing personal support to clients, helping with clerical
work, caring for children, keeping inventory of donations and
assisting with general housekeeping.
If you would like to talk to someone about volunteering at
River House, Inc., call (989) 348-3169. Your phone call will be
sincerely welcomed. You can also visit our website at
www.riverhouseinc.org and fill out a Volunteer Application.

There are many other ways to help—all you have to do is ask!
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Other Ways You Can Help!
10 Ways YOU Can Help River House, Inc.

Number 1: Gift Cards—Women many times leave their homes very quickly without packing. All they take with them are their children
and the clothes on their back. A great way to assist would be clothing or superstore gift cards (so they can buy correct sizes) When
women leave shelter, gift cards help them get household items, work attire and groceries to help them with the process of securing a
job and building a new, independent life.
Number 2: Hygiene Items—Hygiene items such as soap, shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, razors, deodorant, toothbrushes
and paste, tampons and pads, diapers, and wipes are always items needed by women who have left their homes quickly. Your local
shelter may already have a list of their most needed items. A great way to give back anytime of the year is to host a fund-raiser with
your group of friends or club and see how many items you can donate to the shelter collectively.
Number 3: Group Collections—If you belong to a group, pick one particular item and have members bring them to meetings or
get-togethers all throughout the year. Your group could choose one main item and have members bring them to meetings, events, or
even do a special theme surrounding it to make it more fun and bring in more donations.
Number 4: Clean and Organized—If cleaning and organization is your forte you could assist with keeping our shelter clean, fresh
and well organized. If you enjoy interior decorating, you could buy new items and work your magic to create a home-life atmosphere
of tranquility and peace.
Number 5: Donate Food—Donated food items are always needed. Offer to run a drive for much needed items at a time of year
when the pantry gets low. Do you love to cook, how about offering to teach a cooking class on healthy meals on a budget?
Number 6: Community Education—Although one of the purposes and missions of our domestic violence organization is community
education, many times we just can’t do as much as we would like due to budgets and staffing. Possibly, you could volunteer time to
take our materials to various service groups and organizations in your area and talk about the mission, goals, and needs of the shelter,
while gaining awareness for domestic violence issues in the community.
Number 7: Help with Childcare—If you love children, your assistance with child care during groups would be greatly appreciated by
both the shelter and the families.
Number 8: Plan a Fundraiser—Host a fundraiser. During a function have a bake sale during which time you can bake cupcakes and
sell them. Put on your creative thinking caps and come up with something that the community will become involved in.
Number 9: Teach a Class or life skills—Do you love crafting, sewing, yoga, teaching life skills or job skills? Offer to conduct a
class.
Number 10: Give—Last, but not least, just simply DONATE. If you don’t have much free time to spend now in your life, but still want to
help, donate money and gift cards from many different stores. Donate any old cell phones you have. Check our website for our monthly Needs List to see what will make the most impact. Don’t forget the families at Christmas or holiday times, as that is when items,
gifts, and clothing are needed even more.
Whatever you decide to do, or can afford, we are always in need of volunteers to help keep us running. Helping women of abuse, and
children from those homes, can be very hard and grueling work, but is so important and in turn, can be so rewarding. You will be
helping to change lives, no matter how much time or money you can invest.
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Faces of River House

Aimee

Chad

Carla

Chris

Kim

Executive Director

Financial Coordinator

Development Director

Office Manager

Shelter Supervisor

Rachel
Outreach Advocate

Marsha
Outreach Advocate

Annie

Madi

Jody

Youth Advocate

House Advocate

House Advocate

Mary

Janice

Lynn

Dawn

Emily

House Advocate

House Advocate

Casual Advocate

Casual Advocate

Casual Advocate

Tarin

Cindy

Sherry

Tammy

Amanda

Casual Advocate

Casual Advocate

Casual Advocate

Contingent Advocate

Volunteer
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Our Board of Directors

Jean Tornga

Carolyn Bartholomew

Jennifer Izworski

Reverend Brian Chace

President
Roscommon County
Zonta Club of Roscommon
Fundraising Committee

Vice-President
Roscommon County
Second Chance Academy
Fundraising Committ

Secretary
Ogemaw County
Family Law Attorney
Fundraising Committee

Treasurer
Crawford and Ogemaw Counties
Trinity Episcopal Church
Finance Committee

Nikki VanDeConsteele

Liz Monk

Crawford County
Munson Medical Center
Board Development Committee

Heidi Powers

Roscommon County
Munson Medical Center
Board Development Committee

Sara Kenney

Crawford and Oscoda Counties
Foster Grandparent/Senior Companion Program
Policy Committee

Roscommon County
Chemical Bank
Finance Committee

Michelle Bertucci

Jacqueline O’Brien

Crawford County
Munson Medical Center
Board Development Committee

Roscommon County
Resident
Policy Committee

Karen Unruh

Crawford County
Resident
Fundraising Committee

We’re always looking for dedicated people
to help serve the community with us.
Please contact us if you’re interested in
serving on our Board of Directors!
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Meet Our Youth Advocate

My name is Annie Henion and I am the Youth Advocate here at River House. Prior to working for River House, I
worked for the Ausable Valley Youth Service Bureau for over 10 years - also as a youth advocate. I worked with
“at risk” children ages 8-17, typically in a 1 on 1 setting. I started my advocacy in the Crawford AuSable
Schools, and eventually expanded to working with children in the Houghton Lake and Roscommon schools as
well as Second Chance Academy. I also co-facilitated a summer recreation program which was a big success
for many years.
When our agency went out of business unexpectedly, I took a little time to reevaluate myself as well as my life. I knew I wanted
to continue to work with children. That’s when I discovered that River House was looking for a youth advocate. I was excited yet
petrified. Although I always thought of myself as having a gift for working with youth, I knew that there would be a lot more to
this job than simply meeting with children and writing reports.
So far in my position here I have had numerous epiphanies, I have laughed, I have cried (a lot); I have wanted to take children
home with me (as well as some adults). However, we all know that you can’t typically fix a child’s situation, as much as you
want to. However, being there for them, being a positive role model and listening to what they have to say, letting them know
you care and that they are important can make a big difference in a child’s life. Every child has different needs and problems. I
feel that it is so important to teach them to love themselves, have good self- esteem and to celebrate their unique differences
and qualities.
My biggest challenge transitioning into River House is one that has also helped me on a personal level. I went from having a
very structured job where everything was laid out for me to complete freedom. Being a bit of a free-spirit, this gave me the
opportunity to make this position my own and practice one of my favorite qualities about myself - creativity!
When I started at River House, I was given a lot of great ideas. Yet, it was up to me to make it happen. Basically, all I ever wanted was freedom to do what I wanted and when I got it, I had no idea what to do with it. I am certain that the first several months,
I drove Kim crazy with questions. (I still do some days). Kim was (and is) always so patient and helpful.
Now that I’ve been here a bit I am finally comfortable with the independence of my position. I started a summer recreation
program last year that I can truly say I am proud of, and plan to continue this summer. I am also working with one of our
Outreach Advocates to start a parent/child group. And, one thing that is not particularly significant, but is special to me - last
summer I put in a small garden. It was very rewarding seeing the clients utilizing the vegetables.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share my story. I feel honored to be sitting in my office writing this newsletter for
passages. As I reflect on my time at River House, I am both humbled and grateful for this opportunity to be a part of such a
wonderful team. Thank you to all of you at River House.
Annie Henion, Youth Advocate
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Power, Control & Children

I think we can all agree that if a person is in an abusive relationship it is important that they leave that situation, even more
so if they have children. However, how often do we consider the long term effects of that separation, and do we consider all
aspects for everyone involved. This is not an article debating parental rights. There are plenty of organizations to argue both
sides of that coin. This article is, hopefully, to get you thinking.
Of the 8 slices within the pie chart that we have termed The Power and Control Wheel, using children is 1 little slice. It
seems so minimal when we consider the larger picture of Intimate Partner Violence, yet it may be one of the most impactful.
When two people split up, whether that is on a mutual basis or something traumatic, like intimate partner violence, the situation
gets more complicated when children are involved. Couples counselor, Vanessa Marin, stated in a recent article for BUSTLE,
the “The Most Common Things Couple Fight About”; Sex, Finances, and Kids were the top 3.
According to Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia Research Institute: “Intimate partner violence (IPV), also known as
domestic violence, is a widespread epidemic impacting children and families. It is estimated that over 15.5 million children in the
U.S. are exposed annually to adult IPV at home, with young children making up the majority of exposed youth among families
who seek police involvement for IPV. There is evidence to suggest that factors such as parental violence history, socioeconomic
status, substance use, and neighborhood characteristics are significant predictors of IPV in homes with children.
Although IPV has obvious negative effects on the parents/caregivers involved, there are also serious consequences for
children exposed to IPV in their homes. These can include physical outcomes such as poor physical health and substance use,
as well as adverse mental health outcomes like anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress symptoms. Children may act out
and be aggressive, and their parents may not connect the behavior to the IPV exposure in the home. The family unit itself can
become isolated from other family members or friends in an attempt to hide the violence in the home. There is also a proven link
between domestic violence and child abuse.”
With that being said: the community as a whole, and in particular the social work community has put quite a bit of emphasis
on what is termed: Adverse Childhood Experiences or ACES. This is basically a tool used to assist in understanding the impact
of trauma on children or adults from childhood based trauma. One of the questions on this test is: “Before your 18th birthday,
was your mother or stepmother often or very often pushed, grabbed, slapped, or had something thrown at her? Or sometimes,
often or very often kicked, bitten, hit with a fist, or hit with something hard? Or ever repeatedly hit over at least a few minutes or
threatened with a gun or knife?” I think we can all agree that this scenario that is asked, is a harsh environment to live in to say
the least (even if it “only” happened once).
According to Michigan law, MCL 722.23, and judge/friend of the court, has a series of factors to determine what is in the best
interest of the child/children. According to divorcenet.com “There are things that you (or an attorney on your behalf) can do to try
and get you safe and punish the abuser. Committing certain acts of domestic violence are punishable as criminal offenses in
Michigan. If found guilty, the abuser may have to pay a fine or serve jail time. The court will also usually give you, the victim, a
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Power, Control & Children...continued

personal protection order. I should also mention that Domestic Violence is defined as: Domestic violence is a pattern of abusive
and threatening behaviors, the goal of which is to establish and maintain power and control over another person. This is all well
and good intentioned, but many times a victim stays in a relationship because of the welfare of their kids, whether they feel it is
a financial stability, or a child care issue, or even because the abuser has only ever “hit” them, it’s already going to cause
hardship. When you add to the situation that you don’t know if the kids are being cared for or if every time they are in the
abusers custody the threat of violence to you or the children not being returned, or even the abuser asking the children “what
the other parent is up to”; these are all abuse tactics that, even though out of the home, the victim is still being controlled by. We
have programs like S.M.I.L.E. that at least one parent is ordered to take as part of the custody order, but typically speaking, the
parent that is attending these classes is the one that is wanting to have an amicable co-parenting arrangement anyway.
As I stated previously, I have no solution to this dilemma. I only know of the impact on the women that stay in shelter here at
River House, as well as the victims and survivors we meet with non-residentially, and how often they feel that their hands are
tied in this situation. I have heard the stories and seen the faces to which this problem has traumatized their lives and the
livelihood of their children. If I had to guess, since our typical statistic is 1:4 women will experience abuse in their lifetime, you
have seen a few of those faces also.
Update: HB 4691 passed the committee on Tuesday with a
6-3 party line vote. The bill would:


Require a judge to grant joint legal custody and
substantially equal parenting time, unless there’s a
preponderance of evidence of domestic violence in the
family.



Prohibit a parent from moving more than 80 miles
away from the other parent.



If a child is 16 or older, the child's preference on
custody has to be given substantial weight by the
judge.
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Confessions of a Clueless Mom

There’s few things in this world that can bring me to my knees, but what I’m about to share with you, did that to me 3
years ago. My heart, my reality and my life haven’t been the same since. First, let me give you an idea of who I am. I am a mom
of 4 beautiful kids, I am a strong leader, and an educated woman. I would move Heaven and Earth for my kids to give them
what they need, all while diligently disciplining them to stay humble and to raise them into respectful adults. I have been told
MILLIONS of times that the thing that rocked me wasn’t my fault, and oh how I wish my heart believed that.
April 7th 2009, I married a man that I thought was going to be my rock and my partner. He wasn’t, but I didn’t know that
right away. At first he took care of the kids (I only had 2 daughters at that time) and I, he had a good paying job, and he told me
that he loved me. I don’t remember exactly when that went away, all I can say it happened slowly, gradually, and seemingly just
in little nuisances. I was pregnant with our second son the first time I remember him telling me that he fantasized of breaking my
pelvis, he said he would never ACTUALLY do it, but he wondered if it would make a loud noise. Yes, I thought that was strange
to say the least, but I wasn’t frightened, I don’t know why. I just wasn’t. I thought I would kill him before he ever did that to me.
He told me he would kill me and his family had places he could hide my body that my family would never be able to find me. I
still didn’t divorce him, I didn’t know how I could and take care of the 4 kids. He wasn’t working steadily, when he was he was
over using his meds. He would remind me how he told me he was diagnosed with anger issues and I knew it from pretty much

the beginning. It never occurred to me, that I was the one keeping the family afloat. It also never occurred to me that my kids
had any idea how ugly he could be. I knew that they knew he wasn’t good to me. My then 4 year old called my ex-husband’s
mom and told her that her son (his dad) needed to quit being so mean to his momma (me). I’m telling you all this because I feel
it’s important for others to see where this warped misdirection and misguided love comes from. Yes, I still loved him, I didn’t love
the things he said to me, I didn’t love his addictions, but I still saw him as a sad soul that I wanted to help, and dare say it,
possibly save. We finally did separate in March of 2015, and decided to divorce. He left town the day after we got our income
taxes. He went and bought a car the very day they landed in the account, early the next morning, he was gone. No worries, he
found another soft place to land. It was Sunday, April 5th, 2015 at 4:00 am that my world crashed down around me.
I got a phone call from my daughters’ dad telling me that my (then) current husband had molested both of my baby girls.
I think in the first 10 seconds I went through every emotion possible. With the stretched silence my daughter’s father asking me
if I knew. As I sat there in my dark bedroom still grieving from my imminent divorce from my 2nd husband, I was struggling to
remember if there was EVER a time I thought this was even a feasibility. Hadn’t I always tried to shelter them from the things he
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Confessions of Clueless Mom...continued

would say? Yes, we argued, but were there ever signs that screamed at me that my husband was sexually abusing my
daughters? Did I ignore the signs? How could a mom not know? How could a mom miss that kind of pain that was happening to
her kids? How could I have possibly loved a monster like that? Did I not WANT to see it? It took countless hours of rehashing
every single day that I had been with that beast to fine tooth comb every possible experience. I wanted to talk to my baby girls, I
wanted to do some of the most unspeakable things to that man, things that made the “fantasies” he told me about seem like
child’s play. I don’t know if I’ll ever forgive him for what he did. The only thing I could do to even remotely rectify how much I let
my baby girls down was seek justice. The fact that I had 4 kids that needed me now more than ever was an important thing that

I needed to be reminded of regularly, before every step of the investigation process, and before, during, and after every court
appearance. I had great friends and family that supported me, River House that advocated for my kids in the witness room
before they had to testify, I had a River House volunteer (Nadine Holzbauer) that listened to my tears and my yelling and all of
my questions. Together, my babies and I made it through the fire. We weren’t unscathed, no one ever is when they go through a
war like that. I know I still have nightmares, and my daughters do too. My 2 sons use to ask who was going to protect us now
that dad was gone, in their eyes he was still dad (they were only 4 and 5).
May 6th, 2015 was the day he was arrested. September 22, 2022 is the day he will be up for parole. I have talked to my
daughters, at length about this. I am ready to fight to keep him in prison, they just want to be able to live their lives. They have

told me they forgive me for being clueless (my word, not theirs). I have begged my repentance to them over and over again for
not protecting them. They told me I did. They said that my belief in them when they told me was all they needed for protection.
They said it had gone on for as long as it did because they weren’t even sure if he “meant” to do it. I told them that doesn’t
matter, he was the adult, the one to be held accountable. He’s cried to me and apologized to me from prison, telling me how
sorry he is and how now that he’s clean and sober he sees all the wrong he’s done and he apologizes for all of it, to me those
are easy words to say, from prison. I don’t believe any of it, to me, he’s basically saying he’s sorry he was caught. The only
reason he’s clean and sober is because he’s in prison. He hasn’t actually admitted to abusing them yet either, the closest he’s
come is by saying, If he did it, which he doesn’t remember (this was over a 4 year span), he was too high to know what he was
doing. He is the worst kind of manipulator. That is what he is trying to do to me now. I can’t fault him, it’s worked in the past
against me, made me let my guard down, and that’s what abusers do. Fortunately, thanks to the strength of my babies, and the
love of our support system, I (and we) are rebuilding our lives. They don’t look the same as we dreamt them before this
happened, but our lives aren’t over, and that’s what’s important.

assages
P

River House, Inc.
Spring 2018
Newsletter

Human Trafficking

While January is Human Trafficking Awareness month, awareness needs to be constant. Human Trafficking is a modern-day form
of slavery, widespread throughout the United States, and occurring right here in Michigan. And at last report, Michigan ranks #4
for human trafficking in the nation.
Michigan Human Trafficking, by the numbers:


220: Cases worked by the FBIT in Michigan in 2015.



62: Cases reported to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center in January through March in 2016. About 8 in 10
reported victims were female, though an FBI official said male trafficking may be under reported.



49: Number of prostitution-related arrests by the Lansing Police Department in the last three years.

(Sources: FBI, National Human Trafficking Resource Center, Lansing police)
Anonymous River House Client Story:
“I came here because I transferred from (shelter). My issues are way more different than the others that’s why I need a
special help.
My issues are about Immigration, Domestic Violence, and Human Trafficking. I was got raped, abused, and used by a lot
of people.
Here in River House Inc. they provided me with a lot of kind of resources. Give me a lot of idea how to move on to
empowered myself. Shelter is very nice, near school, and the library. The security systems here are very secure, I feel absolutely
safe when I’m in here. Foods, clothes, and personal needs are amazing. I always recognized that this shelter is the good shelter
or the best shelter ever. They never make us feel left out while we here. I feel like I’m home, and safe especially for the people
who’s from another country like me. Staffs are so nice, they are always give us a good advice all the time. After I’ve been here, I
never feel like I’m working alone anymore. And thank you that they give me opportunities to make my life better again.”
Tips: Keep your children safe online


Talk to your child about what he or she does online.



Check your child’s friend lists to see who has access to his or her profile. Make sure your child knows all friends in
person.



Teach your child to set profiles to private—but be aware that privacy settings do not guarantee complete privacy.



Have your child remove any inappropriate content and photos and delete any personal information.



Check the profiles of your child’s friend to see if there is revealing information or photos about your child.



Report inappropriate or criminal behavior to the appropriate authority. Most sites have a reporting mechanism for noncriminal behavior. Criminal behavior should be reported through law-enforcement agencies and the Cyber Tipline at
www.cybertipline.com

(Source: National Center for Missing & Exploited Children)
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Through the Eyes of Clients

Providing services to survivors of domestic and sexual abuse while promoting empowerment through education and advocacy is
River House’s mission. How do we know how we are doing, where we need improvement and what programs would be most
beneficial to meet the needs of our clients? By having clients complete anonymous surveys. Surveys are available to all
residential and non-residential clients. Surveys are completely confidential and voluntary. Clients complete the surveys and either
drop them in our locked survey boxes or seal them in an envelope and are hand given to staff to be compiled, read and discussed
by our
Administrative Staff.
Here are some anonymous quotes from past and current clients:
“All the Advocates are GREAT!”
“I’m not sucking up. They pushed me really hard, but has made me
strong, independent and showed me I can do this on my own.”
“This shelter has been so educational for me. It has put me in a place where I was able
to look within myself and my behaviors I’ve carried around all my life from abuse.”
“I am enjoying doing the boundary things we have been doing.”
A card was left in our lobby by one of our youth recreation participants that read
“River House I love you.”
“I am very pleased with the amount of care and respect I am receiving at the
River House. All necessities and wants are provided. I am very comfortable and eager
to help out in any way. I am safe and very satisfied with the staff and facility. Thank you.”
“Never expected River House shelter to be so kind and help so much. Providing, not
only housing, but necessities, clothes, resources, support, group for my child in
an understanding compassionate nature. Thank you very much.”
“I am understanding so much more about domestic violence and
the many different forms of it.”
“The leadership for groups is good. I believe my facilitator is genuine and cares.”
“I am now in a safe relationship and happy. Thank you for being there for me
and teaching me the tools I needed.”
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Upcoming Events—Save the Date!
April

July

4/13 @ 4:30 ~ 5280 Hops & Heels

7/25 @ 5:00 ~ HUP (Hurry Up & Paddle):

Starting at the American Legion

Come on down and support Grayling and

~ Child Abuse Prevention Month

watch participants try to keep boats they’ve

~ Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month

made floating on the river!
~ Purposeful Parenting Month

May

August

5/4 @ 5:00 ~ Spring Fling!

8/26 ~ Women’s Equality Day

Evening at the Beach
Craft Beer & Wine Tasting

with Silent Auction

September

St. Mary’s - Grayling

9/10 ~ World Suicide Prevention Day

~ Global Youth Traffic Safety Month

~ Self-Improvement Month

June
6/15 ~ National Elder Abuse Awareness Day

