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Who is River House?
Our Mission:

The mission of River House, Inc. is to provide safety and services to survivors of domestic and
sexual abuse while promoting empowerment through education and advocacy. River House,
Inc. has been serving local communities since 1986, by providing crisis counseling, emergency
shelter, group counseling and support, as well as legal advocacy and community education.

Our Current Outreach Programs:
Monday

1:00-2:30

Healthy Relationships @ West Branch, MiWorks

2:30-4:00

CHOICES @ River House

Tuesday

3:30-5:00

Kid’s Group w/our Youth Advocate @ River House

Wednesday

11:00-12:30

Healthy Relationships @ Mio Library

2:00-3:30

Healthy Relationships @ Prudenville MiWorks

4:30-6:00

Kid’s Group w/our Youth Advocate @ Frederic
Library

Thursday

4:00-6:30

Healthy Relationships/Empowerment @ River House

Friday

6:00-7:30

Parent/Child Group @ River House
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Desk of the Director

River House has many heroes. I am thankful for all the people who support the work that
we do here. River House is a small agency with the big job of helping hundreds of women
and children living in rural areas who are trying to survive violent situations. We could not do
this without the help of many people in our communities and beyond. Here are a few stories
of River House heroes:
One hero is a woman who stayed at River House years ago and now comes back every few
months to give cases of juice, canned goods, and a small monetary donation. Another hero
is the young man who came each Monday to help us sort donations, shred papers, and
greet visitors to our offices. Law enforcement are also River House heroes, showing up
within moments of a call and helping us to make our shelter safe. Of course, we can’t forget
the heroes who have donated to help us open a thrift store so we can raise even more
money to help families in need.
I could write a book with stories of all the River House heroes. You are one of those heroes;
whether you sent a monthly donation, gave just once, or attended one of our fundraising
events, you helped bring life-changing help to victims and families in our rural
communities. Our beautiful area with large tracts of forests and lakes also has a dangerous
impact for individuals living with violence. Many of these victims are isolated without transportation, cellular phone service, or the security of neighbors within shouting distance. This
means that we have to send our services out into each of our four counties to provide
outreach. In September, we added another outreach
advocate to help us reach victims in our 2,208 square mile
service area. We were able to do this because of our
heroes!
Thank you so much for your continued generosity. Your
dedication to rural outreach, safety, and services for those in
need is evident through your support of River House. Every
gift makes a difference in the life of a survivor.
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Facts From Finance
Fiscal Year 2015-2016

Income
Individual/Corporate Contributions

53,116

Corporate and Foundation Grants

99,465

Government Grants

318,195

Other Revenue
Total Income

9,369
480,145

Expenses
Salaries and related expenses

286,862

Other employee benefits

81,426

Professional fees

2,144

Contracted services

14,011

Supplies

6,442

Telecommunications

4,261

Equipment rental and maintenance

7,319

Depreciation expenses

26,274

Occupancy expenses

19,224

Travel

6,972

Other expenses
Total Expenses

16,018
470,953
9,192

Corporate Grants

Government Grants

J & K Currie Foundation - 5K

CACFP - 16k

Towsley Grant - 20K

VOCA - 39K

Dow Foundation - 25k

DVES - 63K

Sister of Mercy - 35K

STOP - 69K
DVB - 128K
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How You Can Help!
Help us earn $1,000 through the Direct Your Dollars program!
We’re collecting receipts from any SpartanNash stores in your
area. For every $150,000 worth of eligible receipts we turn in will
get us $1,000 cash.
You can drop your receipts off at our location in Grayling or call
us see if we'll be in your area where we could meet up with you.

For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the
Customer’s selected charitable organization.

Find us at Giving Grid under RiverHouseWOL
Click on a heart and you can personalize it! Not only can you
make the donation but you can include a special message,
donate in honor or in memory of someone, wish someone a
happy birthday, anniversary, etc., tell someone to get well
soon, tell someone you love them or even send the heart as
an eCard with the message!!

There are many other ways to help—all you have to do is ask!
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Faces of River House

Aimee

Chad

Carla

Chris

Executive Director

Financial Coordinator

Development Director

Office Manager

Annie

Monica

Outreach Advocate

Youth Advocate

House Advocate

Tarin

Laurie

Lynn

Dawn

House Advocate

House Advocate

Casual Advocate

Casual Advocate

Kim
Shelter Supervisor

Emily

Mindy

Tammy

Casondra

Chris

Casual Advocate

Casual Advocate

Casual Advocate

Casual Advocate
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Our Board of Directors

Jean Tornga

Heidi Powers



President



Crawford County



Roscommon County



Policy & Policy Evaluation Committee



Fundraising Committee

Jennifer Izworski

Liz Monk



Secretary



Roscommon County



Ogemaw County



Board Development Committee



Fundraising Committee

Carolyn Bartholomew

Nikki Van de Consteele



Crawford County



Crawford County



Fundraising Committee



Board Development Committee



Fund Development Committee

Rev. Brian Chace

Becca Green



Crawford County



Roscommon County



Fundraising Committee



Fund Development Committee



Fund Development Committee

We’re always looking for dedicated people to help serve the community with
us. Please contact us if you’re interested in serving on our
Board of Directors!
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Through the Eyes of an Advocate

I sometimes wonder what the public envisions the shelter to be...I know what I first had
thought. I had images of cots and ladling soup into bowls for survivors. Don’t get me
wrong, we do have soup...each year we proudly hold our Chili Cook Off.
In reality, the shelter is a home-like setting. If I were to describe the atmosphere here on a
typical night, I would start by describing the kitchen where all the women and their children
come together. There is a common kitchen where our clients take turns preparing dinner.
Comforting smells waft through the shelter and the familiar noises of children and dishes
clanking. The clients all sit down to have dinner with one another. We have a toy room that
usually draws the attention of our little ones. We have six rooms with two sets of bunk beds
in each room. Upon arriving, we have welcome bags that we give to the women and their
children. We recognize that coming to a shelter is a big step, and can be frightening at
first...we want to be welcoming and supportive.
Our shelter is set up so that the Advocate on Duty’s office is conveniently located on the
shelter side of our building and clients can feel free to come into the office and talk, share
their stories, brainstorm options, and learn healthy coping strategies. Our purpose is to
empower our clients.
By far my favorite part about working at River House is the interactions with different clients
and being a part of this great team we have...all of us supporting the same mission and our
passion to motivate and educate the public, whether it be through fundraisers or events
that we participate in or host.
~Monica
House Advocate
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Through the Eyes of a Client

“I have been at River House Domestic Violence Shelter for two months. There is always staff
advocates available to me for help finding housing, resources in the community, or just to talk
to when I’ve needed to. They have been very compassionate, caring, and resourceful. I was
assigned my own advocate when I arrived which gave me an instant connection with staff and
much needed help with this area’s supportive housing opportunities. The River House Shelter
is clean and maintained by advocates and clients alike. They provide supportive group
sessions at the shelter and out in the community. I have attended the groups and they are
informative and fun. It is very difficult to trust people when you have been a victim of abuse,
but the River House advocates make it much easier by providing a safe, secure, and caring
environment. The shelter is a much needed asset to this community. The women and children
they assist come from all different types of abuse and backgrounds. They are fragile when
they arrive. By the time they leave, they have been educated on the signs of an abusive
relationship and been given opportunities to connect with secure housing for themselves and
their children. This empowers women to make safe choices and helps place them out in the
community with the tools they need to thrive. I will always remember the kindness extended to
me while I was a resident at the shelter.”
~ Anonymous
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What is Elder Abuse?

Although River House primarily deals with Intimate Partner Violence, we are also mandated reporters.
A phenomenon we are seeing more often than we have in years past is the abuse of a vulnerable
adult, which also falls under the Mandated Reporter law. The highest portion of vulnerable adults
being the elderly population. As many as 90,000 adults in Michigan are victims of elder abuse, with
many of the crimes going unreported because the victims are too scared to speak out.
Elder abuse includes physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, exploitation, neglect, and
abandonment. Perpetrators include children, other family members, and spouses-as well as staff at
nursing homes, assisted living, and other facilities. According to nccao.org: Approximately 1 in 10
Americans aged 60+ have experienced some form of elder abuse. Some estimates range as high as 5
million elders who are abused each year. One study estimated that only 1 in 14 cases of abuse are
reported to authorities, and in almost 90% of elder abuse and neglect incidents, the perpetrator is a
family member. Two thirds of perpetrators are adult children or spouses.
Social isolation and mental impairment (such as dementia or Alzheimer’s disease) are just a couple of
the factors thought to increase the risk of elderly adults falling victim to abuse. Recent studies show
that nearly half of those with dementia experienced abuse or neglect. Interpersonal violence also occurs at disproportionately higher rates among adults with disabilities.
If you suspect vulnerable adult abuse or neglect by an
Intimate Partner, Care provider, or family member please
report it by calling: 855-444-3911. For more information
on Elder Abuse please contact your local Commission
on Aging, or Legal Services of Northern Michigan (if
within Crawford, Ogemaw, Oscoda, or Roscommon
counties) www.lsnm.org.
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Thrift Store Update

We have a vision and an opportunity. We would like to invite you to be a part of this exciting time
for
River House!
Our vision is to start a thrift store to support River House operations and services. This thrift
store is unlike any you have shopped at before. It is a boutique selling unique items, clothing, and
other treasures. It is also a space for job development, providing survivors of violence a place to learn
new skills. It is a center for outreach for individuals in need. By supporting our store, you will support
the mission of River House.
We have an opportunity to become self-sustaining. A generous donor has provided us with the
free use of his building to start a thrift store. With the donation of this space, we are halfway to
realizing our vision of a thrift store. We need your help to make this a reality. We hope that you will
help us realize our vision of sustainability and experience firsthand the pride we take in supporting our
cause. Ask how we can use your help. It could mean monetary donations, product/building donations
or even hands-on volunteering!
We are moving ahead, gathering information we need, meeting with electricians, plumbers and
heating/cooling people. We do not have an expected open date yet, but we would like to sincerely
thank you for taking part in this exciting project to ensure
the future of River House!
Thrift Store Committee Meetings: Currently held every
couple of weeks. Please contact us if you’d like to be on
the mailing list to receive updates as we move along, or
to be invited to our next committee meeting!
Good News!! Please help us welcome Tim and Diann
Murphy to our Thrift Store team! They will be here to help
us get on track and to oversee the build-out and renovations of the store. We’re all very excited to have them!
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Upcoming Events—Save the Date!
April

July

4/21 ~ MADD (Make A Difference Day): Spring
Cleaning around the shelter

7/26 @5:30 ~ HUP (Hurry Up & Paddle):
Come on down and support Grayling and
watch participants try to keep boats they’ve
made floating on the river!

4/22 @ 10:00am ~ Thrift Store Work Day:
Volunteers Welcome!
4/29 @10:00 ~ 5280 (Walk a Mile in Her Shoes):
Starting at the courthouse in Grayling

~ Purposeful Parenting Month

~ Child Abuse Prevention Month
~ Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month

May

August

5/5 ~ Cinco de Mayo Spring Fling! Craft Beer &
Wine Tasting event with Silent Auction (Grayling)

8/26 ~ Women’s Equality Day

~ Global Youth Traffic Safety Month

TBA ~ River House Staff Retreat

June

September

6/15 ~ National Elder Abuse Awareness Day

9/10 ~ World Suicide Prevention Day
TBA ~ River House 5K
~ Self-Improvement Month

*TBA ~ Date and time pending. Please check River House’s Facebook page to stay up to date on our events.

